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Rector’s Reflections: 
 
Walking in the Presence of God 
Where shall I go from your Spirit? Or where shall I flee from your 
presence?  
 
These are two questions all of us may have asked ourselves from time to 
time, and they are questions that David asked as well as he wrote Psalm 
139 (verse 7).  The fact is there really is nowhere we can hide from God.  
Like it or not, He created us.  His presence is among us.  It is us who 
block Him rather He who blocks us out.  Many of you may know about a 
17th century Carmelite Monk by the name of Brother Lawrence.  I have 
referenced him off and on throughout the years. Brother Lawrence lived a 
humble life and ministered to many people in his call as a monk.  He 
tracked his ministry by documenting letters to those he ministered to and 
keeping the letters in response.  But he also documented his thoughts to 
others in his own diary.  Most likely to keep track of who he wrote and 
what advise he offered to them.  These letters and documentations were 
his conversations.  Most of his ministry to others can be summed up in 
knowing and experiencing the presence of God in our lives.  After 
Brother Lawrence passed away the documentations were found in his 
room and were found to be too precious to be just thrown out.  What 
came of these conversations was a small book now known as The 
Practice of the Presence of God, by Brother Lawrence.  A book that he 
authored without his ever having knowledge of it, and is now a classic.  
What a gem of inspiration this little book is. 
 
One gem that has stuck with me over the years was what Brother 
Lawrence said about our daily walk.  If I wash a dish, I do it to the glory 
of God.  If I pick up a straw, I do it for the glory of God.  His advice is 
reflected in what David wrote in Psalm 139.  We can never escape the 
presence of God.  The question for us is what we do in response.  Do we 
try and hide from Him? Or, do we seek after Him daily?  You might say 
well that sounds a little obsessive.  I’m not saying we need to ask God 
what color shirt or blouse we should wear today.  But I am saying as we 
get ready for the day we should also clothe ourselves with His presence 
for the day.  The best suit or dress you will ever put on is clothing 
yourself with God’s Spirit.  It is the only suit that will go with you into 
eternity.  But as Brother Lawrence points out, practicing the presence 
takes just that – practice.  We have to make the effort to step toward Him 
and into His presence.  Why is this important?  Listen to what else David 
says in this psalm:  For you formed my inward parts; you knitted me 
together in my mother’s womb.  He knows us better than we think He 
does.  David goes on to ask the Lord to search his heart.  David wants to 
be clothed in God’s presence.  Knowing that if that is done, no matter 
what comes our way in life – He is always there. And God has made that 
happen for us by coming to us in the person of Jesus Christ and taking our 
sins upon that cross, and offering us His very Spirit to be with us 
wherever we are. 

Continued on next page... 
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Web pages: 

Our Church: 
www.churchofthenativity.com 
Our Diocese: 
www.episcopalswfl.orgto s special 
athering together on Sunday, October 
23 

Administrative Secretary 
Elly Freyer  
 
Treasurer 
Beatty Collins 

Financial Administrator 
Bill Lewis 

Music Director 
Karla Porter 

Minister of Buildings and Grounds 
Dick Wernick 

Tidings Editor 
Rebecca Riley  
rebecca.churchofthenativity 
@gmail.com 

Webmaster 
Philip  Mann 
  
Vestry: 

Administration 
Rich Swithers, Senior Warden 
Bruce Simington,  Junior Warden 

Outreach 
Renee Hunter 
 
Evangelism 
Gloria Kloss 
Rich Cooper 

Pastoral Care 
David Eller 
Eileen DuBartell 

Christian Formation 
Brenda Bunker 
Mary Elizabeth Hamlin 

 
I pray that each and every one of us would learn to practice the presence of God in our 
lives – that our hearts would be cleansed and our very souls refreshed in that presence.  
May He bless and keep all of you, and may each of you have a blessed remainder of 
your summer. 
In His presence, 
Fr. Chuck 
 
 
 
    

July/August Birthdays and Anniversaries 

July: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

August: 
 

July: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

August:: 

 

Has your name been missing from the 
birthday list? If you would like to give an 
update with  your birth month and day, 
please call our office at: 

 (941) 355-3262 

Birthdays 

Anniversaries 
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MUSIC NOTES 
Summer, 2017 

Grande Happy Birthday Celebration! 
The choir and the A/V team enjoyed a spring celebra on together in late May with 
the theme A Grande Birthday Party.  We celebrated everyone who had a birthday 
or will have a birthday in 2017 singing “Happy Birthday to Us” and enjoying “instant 
ice cream!”  The SubZero Ice Cream team came and made customized ice cream for 
each person in about one minute using the nitrogen process. 

Other treats were brought by members of the choir and included the famous “Coca‐
Cola Cake” plus cookies and fruit.  Everyone declared the party a success and a fun 

me together! 

Some serious ice-cream eating going on here. 
DO NOT DISTURB!! 
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 A Special Thanks from Steve 
Murtha and Family 

 
It is almost impossible to thank all of 
you for the wonderful cards, calls, 
visits, prayers and cheer that Church of 
the Nativity and congregation gave to 
Joyce during her extended illness.  
Even though she was ill for 7 months 
she never stopped receiving cards and 
note from folks. Even though she was 
having difficulty getting around the 
house, the one thing she did like 
clockwork, was to go to the mailbox to 
get some new cards and letters.  I can’t 
tell you how much they cheered her up 
and gave her strength. It was truly a 
blessing. She received cards from 
members, clergy, associations; all with 
encouraging and positive reinforcement 
which helped her with her struggle. 
Joy was spunky and outgoing, and 
loved the church, the warmth and 
caring of the congregation. But what 
made it special for her were the close 
friends she developed, and the warmth 
with the Lord that she developed in a 
few short years at the Church.  
Joy posted a “war room” in one area, 
following a religious movie Father 
Chuck had suggested we see a while 
back. Cards filled the dining room table 
and window so she could see them 
every day. The prayer group and others 
maintained a constant vigil of prayers 
for her recovery, but the Lord wanted 
to take her, and she was comfortable 
with that.  
I want to thank you all for the cards, 
and sympathy notes that I received 
upon her passing. I wanted to reach out 
and thank everyone individual, but 
there were so many, and it would take 
so long that I probably wouldn’t be able 
to even get my Christmas list done 
before the end of the year. 
Thank you all. You truly made a 
difference in our lives during these 
trying and difficult times.  
Sincerely, 
Steve Murtha  

Announcements 

 
CARD MINISTRY 

 
  We are hoping to expand the Nativity card ministry!  Elizabeth Cramer sends the 
anniversary cards and birthday cards to the parishioners from Fr. Chuck 
and Nativity.  We are looking for a group who would send "Thinking of You", “Get 
Well”, and sympathy cards to our extended family who are not able to attend church. 
If you are interested in joining this ministry, please contact Eileen DuBartell, Dave 
Eller, Elizabeth Cramer, or Deacon Ros.  Thanks!! 
 
Blessings,  
Deacon Ros 

De Colores!  
 

Save this Date…Saturday, September 30th, 2017.  
In an effort to revitalize the Cursillo ministry at Church of the Nativity, we are 

planning an Ultreya and Palanca Party.   
The tentative date is Saturday, September 30th, 9:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.  

We hope all Cursillistas, as well as anyone interested in this ministry, will come 
together for the Ulltreya.  We will work on a theme poster and palanca for the 

diocesan Cursillo Weekend scheduled October 5th.     
Please put the date on your calendar and join in the fellowship. 

Additional info will be provided as the date approaches. 

Thank you, Linda and Howard Papke 

SAVE  THE  DATE! Nativity CRAFT FESTIVAL Saturday, 
OCTOBER 14 10:00 – 2:00 (food available)  

Unique, well crafted items for just the right Christmas gifts! Look for future details. 

Thank you to all who have been praying for June Hines. Your prayers have 
meant a great deal to her. Her foot is not fully healed yet, but we are still 
believing for a complete healing! 

Operation Christmas Child is starting again! Think about 
packing your own box as an alternative to collecting 
items. We have 50 plus free boxes that are available for 
you—feel free to fill more than one. You may pick them 
up in the Youth Office. Items to be collected in June. God 
bless you for your prayers and continuing support—you 
truly make a difference in the lives of children who are 
waiting to experience the love of our Lord.               
Brenda Bunker 

A friendly reminder to all of our Nativity family who have gone home for the summer 
months. Please notify the office when you return home to Nativity in the fall or winter, 
and then again when you leave for the spring and summer.  By notifying the office of 
your current address, we can ensure the timely arrival of your mail.  Thank you!! 
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The Giving Tree 
 

There is an oak tree in my garden 
I call it the giving tree 

It gives me shade in the summer 
With a canopy over me 

 

It gives me falling leaves in the autumn 
That I rake, pile after pile 

Which gives me exercise aplenty 
As raking leaves takes a long, long, while 

 

It gives me bare branches in the winter 
To remind me we all need our rest 

It shows me that it gave shelter 
When I gaze upon an old bird’s nest 

 

It gives me sweet scent in the springtime  
When its pollen lays thick on the ground 

It’s preparing itself for the reason it’s there 
To spread acorns all around 

 

It gives acorns to all who may need them 
Feeding squirrels and deer and such 

I’m hoping that at least one little acorn 
Will grow to give as much 

During the first part of this year I spent many 
hours raking leaves, crunching through acorns, 
and sneezing my way through the mist of pollen. 
Oak trees are very efficient at what they do. 
Now it is May and I’m sitting under my oak trees, 
enjoying the shade and the surround sound of 
birds and cicadas. 
God’s creations are awesome, thus prompting me 
to write this little poem. I wish everyone an 
awesome summer. Stay cool. 
 

Jacqueline Eller.  May 18, 2017 

  
 
 

As the rain comes down and the snow from heaven, 
And do not return there, but water the earth, and make it 

bring forth and bud 
That it may give seed to the sower and bread to the 

eater, 
So shall My word be that goes forth from My mouth; 
It shall not return to Me void, But it shall accomplish 

what I please, 
And it shall prosper in the thing for which I sent it. 

                                          Isaiah 55: 10, 11     (NKJV)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A Prayer For The President  
Of The United States Donald J. Trump 

 
 

Psalm 86: 6, 7, 11, 12, 16, 17,  (NKJV) 
 

Give ear, O Lord, to my prayer; 
And attend to the voice of my supplications. 

In the day of my trouble I will 
  call upon You, 

For You will answer me. 
 

Teach me Your way,  O Lord; 
I will walk in Your truth; 

Unite my heart to fear Your Name. 
I will praise You, O Lord, my God, 

   with all my heart, 
And I will glorify Your Name 

   forevermore. 
 

Oh, turn to me, and have 
   mercy on me! 

Give Your strength to Your 
   servant,... 

Show me a sign for good, 
That those who hate me may 

  see it and be ashamed, 
Because You, Lord, have helped 

  me and comforted me. 
 
 
 

Prayers & Poems 
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  Do You see what I see? 
  That sorta sounds like Christmas, doesn’t it? 
 
But it’s a recent find I had of a you-know-what. Can you see it? 
I was walking down my street to my friend’s not paying much 
attention. My mind was on what I had to talk to her about. Then I 
stopped. “Did I see what I thought I saw?” I stooped over to get a 
better look and finally had to move the leaves away to be sure. There 
is was! The poor old beat up penny. I guess it was waiting for me to 
rescue it. I took it home and cleaned it up, and with my trusty 
magnifying glass, discovered it was a coin from 1979! 
 Don’t you wonder where it’s been? It’s quite bent up. Sorta like 
when we were kids and put a penny on the railroad tracks to see how 
bad it would be damaged. Kids today don’t know what they’re 
missing! 
 It’s been a long time since I’ve told you one of my “penny” stories, 
and it’s dawned on me that we have some newer folks who have no 
idea what the M.O.P is. So—here we go! 
 
 M.O.P. stands for the “Miles of Pennies” fund. It’s part of the 
National Episcopal Church Women’s Church Periodical Fund. Wow! 
That’s a long name! But let’s just talk about the MOP. My 
abbreviated explanation is it provides books and related materials for 
kids only, pre-school to grade 12 all over the world. 
 FYI—a mile of pennies is worth $844.80. Here at Nativity, there’s a 
red basket on the table across from the kitchen in the parish hall 
which is always eager for your contributions. Any contributions are 
always welcome—large or small. I’ll happily wrap them and forward 
them to our Diocesan Chair. The kids and I thank you all! 
 
-Liz Stoner—The Penny Lady 
 

     
   JUST A THOUGHT 
 
 
I am a newspaper reader. I read most of the Herald Tribune, 
including the sports, “funnies” (as we used to call them), the 
obituaries, and I do the puzzles.  
 About two years ago as I was reading the obits, I noticed something 
different from earlier times. In the suggestions for remembrances, a 
number of well deserving charities were mentioned—quite often 
“Hospice”.  
 But I noticed a church name was seldom mentioned to send 
memorial gifts to. There are probably many reasons why not; but it 
used to be that if you were a member of a church, you suggested 
memorials be made to that church. 
 I’m not sure if the funeral home doing the newspaper notice does 
not provide a line for the church, but I know how important my 
church has been to me my whole life. It’s where I was baptized, 
went to Sunday School from infancy, was married, my 4 kids were 
baptized, sang in the choir and have been supported in so many other 
ways too numerous to enumerate. 
 I recently was pleased to notice the nativity flyers “Planning at the 
time of Death” and “Looking to the Future” are available to our 
members. May I make this further reminder to specifically mention 
Church of the Nativity for a local obituary and perhaps even your 
earlier church where people are apt to remember you.  
 I know I’ll want my Fremont, Ohio, obit to include St. Paul’s, 
because I know there are still a few people up there who remember 
me.  
  
- Liz Stoner.  

Buddies for Life 
Eileen DuBartell 

 
Many of us in our community find ourselves without a trusted family 
member or friend to stand with us and advocate for us in the event of a 
sudden, serious illness or injury. A trusted person who would be able to tell 
first responders, doctors, nurses, etc. a bit about us medically. This could 
be crucial information in an emergency situation. Who are we? Many in 
our parish live alone. We might be widowed or divorced, elderly or middle 
aged. Maybe we are a young person away from home for the first time 
going to college or a new job. We might even be a couple who are new to 
Nativity. There are many reasons why someone might feel the need to 
bring another person into their confidence regarding sensitive medical 
information. The point is, we are without family nearby to help us through 
a health emergency. 
 
We, in the Nativity Pastoral Care Ministry, would like to help people 
"buddy up" with someone else in the parish. In the near future, there will 
be a sign up sheet on the One Stop Sign Up Shop bulletin board for those 
that might be interested in having a buddy. This signup sheet is only meant 
to identify those of us that would like to buddy up with another person in 
the parish. You will not be assigned a buddy. You might already have 
someone in mind and just need the information sheet to get you started. 
That's ok too. As long as we all have someone to speak for us when we 
can't speak for ourselves, someone to help us to remember details during 
the stress of an emergency.  
 
We are in the process of creating an information sheet that "buddies" can 
fill in listing such things as your buddy’s name, address, phone # and 
family contact information. It will have space to indicate past surgical 
history and current medical conditions. Also on the information sheet will 
be space for allergies to food or drugs, names and dosages of current 
medications, any herbal supplements taken, the presence of pacemakers, 
heart stents, hearing aids, dentures, orthopedic implants, etc. The names 
and phone numbers of primary care or specialist physicians. This is a work 
in progress and we welcome any ideas that you might have. There will be 
additional space for “notes” so you can fill in any other information you 
feel is necessary.  
 
When you consider the possibility of a "buddy", keep in mind that this is a 
relationship of great trust. You might consider asking your buddy to go 
with you to doctor's visits or the emergency room.  Another way that a 
buddy can be helpful is to take written notes for you at a doctor's visit, at 
the ER, when the ambulance comes or any other encounter with medical 
professionals. Your buddy can also keep distant family members apprised 
of your condition until they are able to be with you. Your buddy can also 
notify the church office and the prayer team for you. The relationship with 
you and your buddy is determined by you. At the very least, your buddy 
will be someone who will notice if you are not at church, or at another of 
your usual activities. You and your buddy can set up a call system to check 
in with each other on a regular, frequent basis. Whatever is agreeable to 
you and your buddy is the correct answer. This is all up to you and your 
buddy. For sure, your buddy can pray for you! 
 
Please note: you should check with your doctors, and/or the hospital in the 
event that you want these medical professionals to share your new medical 
information with your buddy. You will need to sign a HIPPA form giving 
this permission. Your buddy can then obtain and relay pertinent 
information when contacting your family. 
 
As I mentioned before, this is a work in progress. We'll bring you more 
information this summer and maybe we can start to "buddy up" this fall. If 
you have any ideas to enhance this program please speak to Eileen 
DuBartell, Dave Eller or Ros Hall. Let's Buddy Up For Life! 
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Nicaragua Notes 
 
Take  Me  Out  To  The  Ball  Game! 
 

We’re in the middle of Baseball season here in the 
U.S. but in Nicaragua it is the “off-season” and 
baseball fans there have to wait until their season 
starts again in January.  Baseball in Nicaragua?  Oh 
yes; they’ve been playing baseball since 1880! 
Any Nicaraguan who is a true aficionado of beisbol 
knows all about the sport.  They can usually name the 
14 Nicaraguans who have played Major League 
Baseball in the U.S., including three who are 
currently in the Majors.  But their real interest is in 
the four teams that comprise their own Nicaraguan 
National League – the Managua Indians, the Leon 
Lions, the Chinandega Tigers, and the Granada 
Orientals.  If you go to one of their games you’ll 
notice that the play and the rules are similar to what 
you’d find at a Rays game here.  But it is definitely a 
much more passionate activity in Nicaragua, 
complete with cheerleaders, mascots and marching 
bands that go nonstop for the full nine innings!  In a 
primarily male, macho environment, things can get 
exciting. 
Every small town in Nicaragua seems to have a place 
where beisbol is played, and  
San Nicolas is no exception.  The “Municipal 
League” runs from January to April, which coincides 
with the Dry season, and games are played on Sunday 
afternoons after Church – one locality against 
another.  In this “minor league” environment, the 
games are much less structured, the playing area is 
slightly different from town to town, and most don’t 
have a fence so that home runs become a great object 
of debate.  The uniforms are a mix and match of 
whatever has been found at used clothing stores 
nearby.  San Nicolas is a pretty good team, but those 
darn players from Rodeo Grande always seem to beat 
us.   
My favorite city in Nicaragua is Granada and so my 
heart is with the Granada Orientals.  We haven’t won 
the national championship for 60 years but maybe 
this coming year will be the one.  Hey, didn’t the 
Chicago Cubs just win the World Series?  Vaya 
Orientales!  Si se puede!  (“Go Orientals, you can do 
it”). 
 
Beatty Collins 

 
Beat the Summer Doldrums   

 
Check out the Nativity library for a good book. 
Across from the door are several shelves of fiction. 
And along the right hand wall as you enter are stacks 
of non-fiction – all good reading. Take half an hour 
to explore and find “your” book, and then sign it out 
and take it home to read. 
 
Here are a few books on the subject of homelessness 
and charity. They can be found on the shelves under 
the title of “Social Issues”. 
 
UNDER THE OVERPASS by Mike Yankoski, who 
took 6 months off from college to live with a friend 
as a homeless person in 6 different cities in order to 
experience what it was like. Mike is a Christian and 
has also written a book of meditations about his 
experience – also in the library. 
 
LEFT OUT IN AMERICA by Pat LaMarche who as 
she was running for vice president for the Green 
Party spent the night in 14 homeless shelters (and on 
the street) in 14 cities. I learned why most homeless 
people avoid homeless shelters. This was my 
favorite book on the subject. 
 
DOWN AND OUT IN PROVIDENCE: Memoir of a 
Homeless Bishop by Geralyn Wolf. 
When she was Bishop of Rhode Island Bp. Wolf 
took a month of her sabbatical to live on the street 
disguised as a homeless person so she could view 
life and the church from that perspective in 2004. 
 
WHAT DIFFERENCE DO IT MAKE? by Ron Hall 
and Denver Moore. Hard to put down this book 
about a very wary black homeless person in Ft. 
Worth who eventually lived with millionaire Ron 
Hall and his wife after having never slept in a bed 
before. They became such close friends that they 
traveled together to educate people about 
homelessness and friendship. 
 
WHEN HELPING HURTS: How to Alleviate 
Poverty Without Hurting the Poor and  
Yourself. This book raises a lot of issues and has 
some ideas of solutions. At the very least it makes us 
think about what we are doing. 
 
And there are others on this topic in the library. 
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Church of the Nativity 
5900 North Lockwood Ridge Rd. 
Sarasota, FL  34243-2523 

CURRENT RESIDENT 

                                                          
Episcopal Church of the Nativity is located on Lockwood Ridge 

Road one block south of University Parkway.  Our telephone number 
is 941-355-3262, and our service times are as follows: 

Sundays 
8:00am  Eucharist, No Music 

9:00am Adult Bible Study  
9:15am Youth Sunday School                                     

10:15am  Eucharist with Music 
Wednesdays 

10:00am Healing Holy Eucharist 
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